GEORGIAN PORTRAITS
actor, Laurence Olivier as the Prince, will be fresh in the
memories of my readers. Perhaps Olivier was a little too virile ;
such a Hamlet, one feels, would have killed Claudius before the
end of the First Act ! Curiously enough, the play did not seem
too long. The absence of any sense of hurry made one forget
time, and the story unfolded itself in a way which is quite
impossible when so many of the exquisite lines are omitted.
The Old Vic audiences love Shakespeare. After all, the
ordinary playgoer of his period did not differ so very essentially
from the playgoer of to-day. I have long been convinced that
the taste of the masses is for the most part infinitely better than
that of those who provide their amusements, it is extraordinary
how they respond to good plays and good music. But many
theatrical producers and nearly all the magnates of the cinema
industry at Hollywood seem to take it for granted that their
patrons are for the most part half-witted. And the worst of it is
that the more you play down to the public the lower its mentality
becomes. Lilian. Baylis is far too "intelligent and conscientious
to make this stupid mistake; she respects her public and gives
them only the best. And, she understands the difference between
the broad, if occasionally coarse, humour of the Restoration
period and the subtly suggestive manner in which sexual questions
are treated in some modern plays. Strange to say, many
people who swallow this type of play without a qualm, were
shocked at " The Country Wife/* " Nasty, dirty stuff if not
handled properly," she said, and she saw that it was handled
properly, for she superintends every detail of her productions
and nothing escapes her. There she sits in her box at rehearsals,
benevolent but Argus-eyed. She knows exactly what she wants
and sees that she gets it.
Let us now turn to that side of her activities which most
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